‘THE resolve of the Iranian people, their
steadfastness and commitment to protecting
their inalienable sovereipgn righls, is a reali-
ty that is slowly creeping into the awareness

of western audiences,

This rezolve has a far greater history however and it
iz only once western andiences acknowledge this, that
wi'll have a clear understanding of our own struggle

Iran {formerly Parsial az a
recognieable political and
aultural entity has exated
for 5,000 years, predating
the rise and surpassing the
wizsdom of our current impe-
rial powers

It has survived conquests
IJ:.-' Arabe, Turks and Mon-

L] ..'ll!ld. \'.H.'!kj sl Lo awrvive
%LI incoherence of a failing
empire, hanging on for dear
lifa by the thread of inverted
realitiees and inapt bBrata
foree,

The history of Iran is pep-

with examples af the
unfathomable bravery that
wr witnessed in April of
“human chaing” forming ool -
lectivaly to protect their crit-
leal infrastructure.

Thees examples empower a
resolve, defiance and a civil -
isaticnal consciousness that
our arrogant cverlords, high
on their own propaganda,
are Incapable of compre-
hending, acknowledging or

inapiring

One  powerful  example
cited by the Iranian leader-
ship this week, is the Liber-
atiom of Khorramshahr,

Commemorated  yearly,
thiz gruelling battle during
the Iran-Irag War (1980-
1968, came to eymbolise

underdog wickory against all
the odds,

An internationally isolated
and undereguipped Iramn
vetook the city in eouthwest
[ran from [rag on May 24th,
1882 despite [mag's massive
military adwantage via the
hacking of the Soviet Tnion,
weatern powera and the Gulf
statas,

The loss of Khorramshahy
in an earlier brutal baltle,
came as a deesp national
shock. Two years later [ran
rallied the troops to reclaim
their City of Martyrdom,
reflecting a epirit of resls-
Lanee and pereeverances that
lives on in [rman's collective
IOy,

Posting om X on the day of
commemoration last Sun-
day, Preskdent Pezeshhkian
highlighted the battle’s
enduring significance
“Khorramshahr today is
Iram, the Persian Gulf, and

the Strait of Hormuz

BY HILLY BROOK

“Resistance, salf-sacrifice,
and repelling aggression ara
rocted in the culture of this
land *

The hoarrors of the Ehaor-
ramshabr battles were over-
shadowed by the industrial
arala of the sswvagery to
come; 4 savagery that weet-
ern poweare are yet to opme
Lo lerma with

E]I.E‘Ill.i!'.'i.'l] WEDPOOE  Ware
used by Baddam's forces
numerois times during the
[ran-Irag war, In March
1588 Saddarn nsed weatern-
provided chemical weapons
againat [ranian scldicrs,
pro=l ranian Kurdish fighters
and civilians

Tha Halabja masaacra,
being the largest chemlbcal
weapona attack dellberately
againsl a eivilian popula-
tion, is remembered for its
unprecedented  scals but
these weapons were used
extenalvely by Saddam
throwrhout the war, elaim-
ing thousands of lranian
lives.

The international commus
nitys responsa to this dey
haz been ahameful.

True to form, the United
Slates Defence [ntelligence
Agency initially blamed Iran
for the Hn]nh_]:l. IMABRRCTE,
until later evidence placed
the blame aguarely on Irag
Weatern culpakility however
is a different matler

There has besn no formal
apology from westorm pows
ers and Crermany still denies
ita kay role

This duplicity, this illagal
behaviour from the weet
towards [rman s nothing new
[ran is more than familiar
with the rotten games of
denial, supariority, projec-
tion, extractlen, domination,
infiltration and esavagery
conducled by wesbern pow-
oTH.

Within the lslamic Repub-
lic'e history alone, Iran haa
held firm wnder the relant-
leae illegal and immmoral
atlack of western hyvbrid
warfare — military attacks,
sanctions, n:lﬂnnsin:lr.i-.'mn.
coupa, cvber-warfare, state-

— Iran’s sp

W i L A T R Y

Iranian forees celebvale the MDaration of Koeramshaly on May 24

backed terroriam and sabo-
Eage.

Thiz latest atage of the
rubid empire's onelavght
ile desperate thrashings to
mainkain  power, blindly
underestimating its oppo-
nent’s historical resclve -
this stage iz depleting the
empira's witharing military
prowess and ahattering the
eenee of moral euperiority
that blinds and inhibits ita
own inhabitants,

Adber nearly thres years of
genocide, awaransas is grow-
ing as western common

sense, selfiunderstanding
shattera
Cur “democracies” ame @

facade, our leaders, media,
cultural astablishments,
chvle institutions and MGOa
are n::al!Jl;u:ned by a ruln:g
class thal operales bewor
any Luw

[ran has demanstrsted ita
foresight in its unparalleled
preparation for Ehis war,
they are bearing the brunt of
this frontier, transcending
the divisive tactica of the

weet to unite collectively,
through the strength of their
conviction, empawered by
their faith.

Our challenge in the wesl
in to part the murky waters
of moral |".|E|_IJ:I'|."|-‘|]E‘:I1|".'! that
blights our understanding;
the remnants of centuries of
demonisation  campaigns
that _Eersletr.-nﬂy rumkle
through the collective con-
BOID LB TLEEE.

Whether it's Iranophobia,

Chinaphobia or Russiapho-
i, we to embrace the
lived reality of anti-imperi-
alist forces r.hml.lgh A
renewed lens, laying bara
the crientalist fabricationas
of westarn primacy

[raniane at home are unit-
ing ae they withess and
expertence  flret-band  the
pvert vialenl reality of Lhe
&/ Zinniat empive

The epell o western indi-
vidualism and liberty, that
onee may have had a hold on
younger Iranian minds, dis-
connected from the lived
reality of the SAVAE (The
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1882

Shah's secret police) and the
Trmg war; thie spell has Jost
ks potendey.

Wi have o long wiay o goin
the UK and the west bo
reach that level of clarity, to
cffectively challenge  the
Eurocentric, orientalist bisa
that infiltratea peopla’s
thoughts;, those assumed
“truthe” that are anything
baut.

The knee-jerk, default bias
towards eupport. for Tkhrainea
and condemnation of Rusaia,
will hopafully be branseend-
ed by a wider lens that can
soe Selenski's embracement
of Ziomizm and MNATOS
agEreanive SXPANAon Cam-
g in Europs,

That instesd of parrcting
the free-gpeech fable, the
eptablishment lines of our
political, economie, media,
cultural and sducational
institutions  will become
patently clear,

The empire is collapsing,
Wi :I1.-I"i."f] T r'r.iﬂl'l'hl.'l.-'lr-l": our
affortas towards fighting for a
differemt approach, an

E BATTLE OF KHORRAMSHAH

irit of resistance
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auwthentic break and ideally
a different rmadel.

The ahadew of colsnializm
and centurlea of plunder
have evalved inte a well-
olled international econom-
ie, PR, military war machine
that e incapable of halting
its path of destraction.

Iran's spirit of resistance —
ite commitment, sacrifice
and ingenuity — has thrown
a astumbling block on this
path.

Instagd of attacking the
world that is struggling to
ba born we need o fix the
functioning of sur organism
within this EMETEING
counter-hegamony

The domeetic bubblas that
pander to and nurture fear
of the far right are & neolib-
aral trick — one that will
take w2 down with the aink-
ing ship

Iram is doing the haswey lift-

ing, fighting on the physical
fromtier. They hewve dealt
with their ocrientalist mon-

ster — it's time that we face
OIAT O

draniang formed human chales TS pear anund power plants delying the thraal of LS bombings



